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2018 06 30 - 5 Lives in STS 
Question schedule  version 1.1

This is a revised draft of a questions schedule for mutual interviews 

of Mike and Lucy, to be conducted via either voice chat or text chat; 

but in either case, to be recorded in text form for use in the next 

stages of developing the Sydney presentation. Additions are 

highlighted.

The basic framing is derived from Gary Werskey’s ‘three movements’ 

paper. Refer to Mike’s schematic of the overall framework (below; also 

at <https://www.loomio.org/d/zalsRAY2/inputs-mike-hales/4>).
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 Broad timeframe 
1.In what year were you born?

2.In which decade did STS begin to develop in your national setting?

3.In what year did you first enter STS?

4.In your work environment, what was the institutional framework that 

brought you and STS into conjunction?

5.How would you characterise the field(s) of STS that you have been 

involved in? Give dates.

1 “The Visible College” - 1930s-40s 

1.Is there any direct personal connection between your research 

career and the "Left scientists" movement and its post-war legacy?

2.Has historical reflection on the movement (and its consequences) 

influenced your broad social perspective in any way? Has the 

historiography had an influence on your methodological practice?

3.The movement was strongly oriented to Soviet communism. In the 

background to your own development as a researcher - or the 

development of your research field in its national context - has 

there been any strong influence from Marxist-Leninist or Marxist 

versions of economic, historical or cultural theoretical work?

4.Do you have any sense that in some respects the ‘first movement’ 

‘failed’ and some respects ’succeeded’? Instances? Can you offer 

any analysis or broad characterisation of these processes?
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2 The radical science movement - 1970s-80s 

1.Is there any direct personal connection between your research 

career and the British radical science movement?

2.Has historical reflection on the movement (and its evolution in 

later years) influenced your broad social perspective in any way? 

Have there been other historical movements that have had a strong 

effect?

3.Theorisation of ‘science and society’ was a significant feature of 

the movement. Has your own approach to professional practice as a 

researcher been influenced in any way by ‘radical science’ 

approaches to theorisation?

4.The movement was strongly libertarian and diversified, oriented in 

a variety of ways towards ‘ordinary people’, and existed in a broad 

context of ‘radical professional’ activity in the 1970s. Have these 

been subjects of study for you, and have they in any way influenced 

your personal perspective and commitments relating to science and 

society?

5.Have they influenced your professional practice in research?

6.Innovation policy research, innovation management research and STS 

emerged as fields during the 70s and 80s. In your experience, does 

it seem that the ‘first movement’ has had a substantial effect in 

the shaping of these institutions? Examples?

7.Does it seem that the ‘second movement’ has had a substantial 

effect? Examples?

8.Do you have any sense that some of the strands of radical science 

‘failed’ and some ’succeeded’? Instances? Can you offer any 

analysis or broad characterisation of these processes?

Page !  of !3 4



2018 06 30 - 5 lives in STS Qs

3 A third movement? 2010s-20s? 

1.Do you have any personal sense that there may be current movements 

- in your research field or in civil society - which could 

potentially constitute ‘a third radical science movement’ of the 

kind that Gary Werskey speculates about?

2.In your research environment - or in your own research - is there 

any significant influence from Marxian approaches to science, 

society, culture or economy?

Is there a significant influence from historical study? From the 

(‘anthropological’? ethnomethodological etc?) study of material 

practices (eg ‘work practice’, ‘laboratory life’)?

3.The properties and possibilities of biological systems and 

environmental systems have achieved prominence in the years since 

the radical science heyday in the 70s. Do these bear in any way on 

the possibility of ‘a third radical science movement’? In what way?

4.Likewise, the properties and possibilities of computational systems 

and telecommunications have achieved prominence. Do these bear in 

any way on the possibility of ‘a third movement’?

5.Are there at the present time significant movements of innovation 

or knowledge production that might not be straightforwardly 

regarded as science-based? Do these have any presence - as objects 

of study or as practical strategies - in your research field? 

Examples?

3a A further generation? 

1.In your research field, do you have any sense that there are 

‘political failures’? Equally, ongoing political experimentation? 

For example?

2.Do you have any sense that the basic nature of innovation, 

industrial and commercial practice or social life is open to 

significant transformation as a consequence of actions in STS? 

Examples?

3.Does it seem to you that working relationships between research 

professionals in your R&D field and ‘ordinary people’ are in any 

way different from those that prevailed at the time of the first or 

second movements? For example:

– in the practical conduct of investigations and analyses

– in the strategic direction or institutional mode of practice

– in determining the subject matter of specific investigations?
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